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January 2026 - New Dawn Shelter wishes you a Happy New Year!!

As winter settles in, we are deeply grateful for your support over the past year. Thanks to your generosity, we
raised over $20,000 during our end-of-year giving campaign in December 2025. Ending the year financially
strong is truly uplifting. As we welcome the new year, we’re excited to share New Dawn Shelter’s recent
growth and progress.

As we reported last summer, Lanette Morgan is the Chief Executive Officer. Candace Pennell is the Program
Director, and Doug Lewis provides support as the Data/Inquiry Manager. The shelter currently has 15 active
shelter volunteers who make the 24-hour, seven days a week service possible. However, it is noted that during
the last year, seven volunteers stepped down. God takes us in different directions in life (moves, family, life
events etc). We thank each of them for the phenomenal work they have done and continue to do! So, if you are
thinking, how can I make a difference at New Dawn Shelter, or would like us to visit your group, give us a call
today to explore volunteering.

NDS has updated technology, including laptops, donor software, QuickBooks online, cyber security, and
continues to acclimate to these systems. The foundation for technology at New Dawn Shelter is in place, and we
are now more efficient with it. Again, thank you to the Gladwin Community Foundation!

In 2025, NDS assisted 625 individuals struggling with housing insecurity, providing resources and connecting
them with community partners. Of these, 29 individuals and 3 families—including 6 children, for a total of 35
guests—found shelter with us. Since the onset of cold weather, we have consistently operated at or near full
capacity. Each guest receives weekly, individualized case management and support, as well as a Life Binder to
help organize important documents during a challenging time.

Homelessness can happen to anybody. It takes each one of us to continue to be a light in the darkness. It
doesn’t make a difference what race, creed, color, or religion you are. Homelessness may be due to a fire, a
flood, a loss of a job, domestic violence, or any other reason. So, as we start 2026, remember this: giving
joyfully of your time is powerful. There’s no better way to begin a new year than with an act of hope in motion.
Positive change doesn’t require perfection—just participation. When we choose to spend time with someone,
we are offering something invaluable — our presence.

2 Corinthians 1:3-4: Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles,
so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.
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